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Dear Friends,
Tt seems odd to be writing the ‘house letter’ from a

different house! Our transition is proceeding, and I am no
longer the resident at Mary's House. 1 have moved, along with dog and birds, to

our old neighborhood beside the railroad tracks in Titusville. Here I have what we
call the Little House, and I've just about settled in with the menagerie, next door
+o the Tracks House, our first home in Birmingham, where Jim has been writing and
studying all along. Although we're no longer watching for trains carrying nuclear
warheads, the trains remain a constant presence in life over here. Justice the
African Grey has gotten used fo the rumbles and crashes, and especially the horns
which are required by law o sound just in front of our houses, as the trains
approach a crossing down the street. Nt

Meanwhile, Mary's House has been thoroughly
stripped and cleaned, and then freshly painted
indoors. The outside has also been cleaned and the
ratty porch roof has been scraped and painted,
something we'd never managed. The Guadelupan
Sisters are now the "residents", each sister taking a
week in turn to be responsible for the house and
staying there. This will be the system when there are guests again, and now the
sisters are getting to know the house and the neighborhood in preparation for that
time. Meanwhile, they are sorting the numerous icons, pictures, and what-not
around the house, organizing things in preparation for the opening. It's all very
exciting and also a bit stressful as we work out communication lines and decision-

making.
Just to be clear: Mary's House remains a Catholic Worker house of
hospitality, and we are working out a blending of charisms, CW and Guadelupan
Missionary Sisters. The Mary's House board will continue to hold the property and
to make major financial decisions and guide our direction. The sisters will be
providing hospitality, largely o Latinx women and kids, with us as back-up and
advisors. Jim will continue to balance the check-book, T will continue to take care
of the mail and the newsletter. (We hope that the sisters will eventually feel
comfortable writing for it, but we are going slowly for now.) Our retreats will
continue - we're especially excited about our Advent retreat in December, and we
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think the Lenten one will also be great. See the flyer for D ails, an

keep watching for word about Lent.
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It seems appropriate that we celebrate Pe:m'e:cosfsas.r‘l::‘fc’l :;”"p;;;?: :appam
We hope that we are listening to the promptings of the Spirit, o ’Uf— it 9_:
and faithful to the vision we are sharing together. In *rbe pEne=s Y ”’}0 gk s

: d files. I find myself amazed at what
been going through old letters and papers an ; P
has been accomplished at Mary's House so far, really not throug | JIJ "-‘0"'”9 ’«*f’ ail.
What we did was hold the space, for the Spirit and for you, 0“"' ‘"”'f*"*ﬁ”mﬁ’!f to work
e - R with the folks who came To stay with us. IT's all the work of
the Spirit, but the Spirit needs an opening, a focal point, fo
work through, and that has been Mary's House. In most cases
it has simply meant a family safely housed for a while, fed and
clothed and enabled fo go back out with some hope in their
X hearts. Ina few cases it has meant almost miraculous changes
N\ - with Laura, for example, who was healed of soul and died in
peace in what's now "Laura’s Room".

All of this work and change was enabled by you, our community. You paid the
bills and prayed the prayers. You came to the work parties and the Masses,
brought food for the potlucks and gave money at our only fund-raiser (thanks, Beat
Ladsl). You found diapers and formula when needed, bought school uniforms, funded
house repairs, mowed the lawn, spent time talking with guests, and generally made
things work. We thank you all. Thanks to those who give regularly and those who
give when they can; thanks fo the parishes that donate money and food and baby
supplies - St. Peter’s, St Mark's, St Paul's Cathedral, St. Elias. Prince of Peace, Holy
Family, St. Mary's, Queen of the Universe, Sacred Heart, St Andrew's Episcopal,
Trinity House of Prayer - and more. Thank you. Without you we could not have
come this far, and we're counting on you to help us go still further on this road.

You are still welcome to come for coffee or tea and a tour, but it will take a
bit more organization now since the sisters are at La Casita, their center, during

the day. I will be happy to meet you at the house. Leave a message at the Mary's
- House number, 205 780 2020 or email me at shelleymdouglass@gmail.com.




Does Pentecost Give Us Hope?
Does Anything?

The middle of May this year was really hot in
Birmingham - in the mid 90s (F) although not humid, so
not as miserable as July and August. Still, it was hot
In India and Japan the temperatures spiked at over

120 F. People died from the heat. There are already
wildfires burning in California and in Canada, and massive flooding continues to

devastate the Midwestern US. Amid estimates of wide spread extinction of animal
species come reports that the world's second-largest colony of emperor penguins
has been wiped out by changing sea ice conditions, losing virtually all their chicks
for three years in a row. Unprecedented warm temperatures in Alaska have
disrupted life for people (and animals) there..

T am a local weather freak - I admit it. I follow the predictions for rain,
sun, and temperature because I usually have a garden going. I walk the dog when
the day is coolest (or warmest, in winter). I hang wash out to dry and open
windows to cool the house. Weather is important to me. I don't try fo track
climate, and climate change, but I do follow the news. Lately that has been the

news.
In the news, as it filters through to my computer, there are isolated

weather events like soaring temperatures and huge fires and storms and floods.
There are people events like refugee caravans and boats sinking in the
Mediterranean, overloaded with the desperate. There are droughts and floods in
Africa and Europe, and every couple of days it seems there is a report that the
“last of“ some kind of animal has died. A kind of rhino, or a kind of big cat, or..

If I stand back from my computer and its piecemeal news items - if I place
myself in a satellite orbiting the earth and look down on all that beauty - I can see
to my dismay that all these sound bites are interrelated. This is a global convulsion
of pain, the possible death of our world. Not the American Empire, not the
capitalist system, not patriarchy or racism. The world. The planet we live on, the
air we breathe, the water we drink, the innumerable ecosystems and creatures
with whom we share this planet, and upon whom we depend for life... That world is

dying.

There is a new report from the Breakthrough National Centre for Climate
Restoration in Australia. T+ warns of a world uninhabitable by 2050. This report
comes from a government entity, is created by business and military people, and it
warns that most of the climate science that gets released greatly downplays the
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I'ma glass-half—full kind of perso : ‘ ‘
with the bad news. I read the psalms in the morning wnjrh a sense of grief,
especially when they rejoice in nature and declare confidence in God's protection.

I mourn that humans are in control here, or Think they are.

And today is Pentecost. This is the day when those tongues of flame
appeared over the heads of Jesus' followers, and they were suddenly emboldened
to speak the truth in all languages, so that everyone could understand. If we go by
the accounts of Acts, those first communities were loving and caring, sharing and
inclusive. They refused military service and they shared what they had with those
in need. "See these Christians, how they love each other”, people said.

T was wondering today during the sermon if the Spirit sftill speaks, and if so,
does it speak to our condition?

The Breakthrough Centre report holds out one hope - a massive global
mobilization like the one during the Second World War. This mobilization would be
toward reduction of carbon emissions, immediately, drastically. Could that happen?
The knowledge is there, or is being developed. The communications are there. Is
the will there? Is it possible that these massive fires and winds can become -
Pentecost winds, moving us to conversion?

I've always brought big issues home - small steps taken by many people make
change. In this case, the small steps need to be supplemented by societal steps.
If we are hoping for a world of peace and justice, we need to have a world.
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LOVE CROSSES BORDERS
AN ADVENT RETREAT WITH AN ON FLORES
SUNDAY DECEMBER 8, 2019

JiM ]

FRIDAY DECEMBER 6

forces of injustice
d onto hope that

Advent is a time of holy impatience. The
and oppression are relentless, yet we hol
another world is possible. This retreat is a reminder that God is Love and love is

unstoppable.

Anton Flores-Maisonet will guide us on our Advent retreat. He has been witness to a love that crosses
borders. As co-founder of Alterna, rooted in intentional community with Latinx immigrants for 13 years,

he was on the front lines of Georgia’s holy impatient struggle for immigrant justice. He is also co-
founder of El Rufugio, a hospitality house outside Stewart Detention Center, and of Georgia Detention

Watch. Over the years Alterna was a worshiping community, a hospitality house, and a housing
cooperative, with four immigrant families currently paying no-interest mortgages on their first homes.
Anton’s own loving border crossings include partnering with a sister community in Huehuetenango,
Guatemala. He’s also been arrested a few times for crossing the line (a political border) at Stewart
Detention Center, one of the US’ largest detention centers. Anton has recently begun a two-year
residency at the Atlanta Friends Meeting (Quaker), while his marriage partner of 25 years, Charlotte, is
teaching English language learners and their son Jairo is in his third year of university.

This retreat will focus on more than immigration. Anton loves theology and during our
time together he will explore the theological significance of solidarity and community.
Additionally, Anton will invite us to explore the disciplines that sustain holy impatience. In 2016
Anton and the Alterna community suffered a double tragedy, the death of co-founder Norma,
and of Anton’s 14 year old son Eli. Deaths, especially premature deaths, are borders where we
question where love is. If love is anything, it is gracious and vulnerable. This retreat is designed
to foster an atmosphere of grace and vulnerability where we can not only plumb the depths of
our lament of our social condition but also where we can find light, even in the darkest crevice

of our own soul.

Join us for this weekend of deepening: 7 pm December 6 to noon on December 8", at the Rush
Center in Midfield AL. Cost, $65 for overnight, $60 for days only. Plentiful Scholarships

To register, call or write Mary’s House 2107 Ave G, Birmingham 35218; 205 780 2020 or email
shelleymdouglass@gmail.com.







WE STILL HAVE NEEDS...

Although we're in transition, we <till have needs at Mary's House. We need
for clarity and for grace; we need money - we have

your prayers for this process,
just painted the inside of the house (it's a big house), we need to replace the
washing machine, and one of the window ac units needs replacing. Also June is the

month when our insurance comes due - that's our biggest single-payment expense.
So yes, we need help with all of that! Plus, if you want to help
with "in kind" gifts, we can use %
Paper goods - towels, napkins, an B . -
Cleaning supplies ey
Laundry supplies - detergent, bleach, non-chlorine bleach i v ¢
Books and other amusements in Spanish, for adults & kids - no violent toys please
Elbow grease, especially for the yard and garden!

You can mail checks made out to “Mary’s House" to 2107 Ave G, Birmingham Al
35218, or if you want to come by, call or email o let us know you're coming. (205
780 2020, shelleymdouglass@gmail.com) Be sure To give us some notice so we can

be sure that someone will be homel

d especially toilet tissue

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU

JOIN US TO STAND FORPEACE

Vigil for peace at Five Points South:

Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 am, in front of
the fountain i

Saturday from 5 to 6 pm in front of Waffle House across the street

Come and stand with us, converse with passers-by, and join us
afterward (most Saturdays) for good cheap food at New China
Town restaurant, down the block from the vigil.







